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SUBJ: SPANISH PRESS REACTION TO FAILURE OF FINAL ROUND OF BASE 
NEGOTIATIONS 

SUMMARY: PRESS HAS GIVEN SUBSTANTIAL COVERAGE AND COMMENTARY TO 
CONCLUSIONS OE THIS ROUND OF US-SPA ISH BASENEGOTIATIONS SESSIONS 
IN WASHINGTON, TO FACT THEY CONCLUDEE WIHOUT A NEW AGREEMENT 
HAVING BEEN REACHED, AND TO SEPT 17 JOIN COMMUNIQUE ISSUED IN 
WASNINGTON. ENDSUMMARY. 

1. THE NATIONAL HOVEMENT'S "ARRIBA," A DAILY THATFREQUENTLY REFLECTS 
GOVT'S LINE, HAS STRESSED THEASSERTION THAT THE REASON NO AGREEMENT 
HAS BEEN REACHED WAS NOT HE QUID ISSUE BUT BECAUSE OF SPANISH 
DEMAND WHICH THE AMERICANS HAVE BEEN UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO MEET, 
E.E., INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF SPAIN'S RELATIONSHIP WITH UNITED 
STATES AND/OR NATO. "ARRIBA" CONTINUES THAT SPAIN WANTS ITS BASES 
INSIDE NATO AND INSISTS ON BREAKING OUT OF "HIBERNATION." OTHER 
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POINTS MADE BY "ARRIBA" INCLUDE: (A) GOS WISHES CLOSE SOME AMERICAN 
AIR BASES AND REDUCE US NAVAL ACTIVITY; (B) IF NO AGREEMENT IS 
REACHED DURING YEAR'S GRACE PERIOD, THERE WILL BE NO AMERICAN 
FORCES IN SPAIN BY SEPTEMBER 1976; (C) SPANISH PUBLIC OPINION 

IS NOT ANTI-AMERICAN BUT IS OPPOSED TO BASES; (D) SPAIN AND US HAVE 
REACHED END OF ONE RELATIONSHIP; A NEW RELATIONSHIP WILL HAVE TO 
BE NEGOTIATED; 

(E) THE ONLY WAY FOR SPAIN TO OBTAIN INTERNATIONAL 
RESPECT IS TO ADOPT AN INTRANSIGENT POSTURE. 

2. CATHOLIC INDEPENDENT DAILY "YA" IN AN EDITORIAL STATES NEGOTIA- 
TIONS HAVE RESULTED IN FAILURE, MUCH TO RELIEF OF PUBLIC OPINION 
WHICH WAS LARGELY OPPOSED TORENEWAL OE BASE AGREEMENTS, AT LEAST 
IN THEIR PRESENT EORM. IT ADDS THERE NOW REMAINS ONE ADDITIONAL 
YEAR OF NEGOTIATIONS AHEAD AND EXPRESSES HOPE GOS WILL GET US TO 
COMMENCE DISMANTLING THE BASES UNLESS A NEW PACT BASED ON NEW 
PREMISES CAN BE NEGOTIATED WITH COMPLETE EQUALITY OE OBLIGATIONS 
AND RIGHTS, WHICH IN Y'S OPINION CAN ONLY BE FORMALLY SOLEMNIZED 
BY MEANS OF A TREATY. "YA'S" PRESTIGIOUS POLITICAL COLUMNIST 

LUIS APOSTUA, HOWEVER, TOOK A SOMEWHAT DIFEERENT TACK, EMPHASIZING 
BOTH SIDES HAVE AGREED TO TRANSEORM ARTICLE 39 OF THE CURRENT AGREE- 
MENT INTO A ONE- YEAR ADDITIONAL PERIOD IN WHICH TO NEGOTIATE, 

RATHER THAN A ONE- YEAR PERIOD IN WHICH TO PHASE OUT BASES. HE 
ADVANCED THE THEORY THAT THIS MAY REPRESENT EFEORT BY SECRETARY 
KISSINGER TO GAIN TIME IN ORDER TO SEE WHAT MAY HAPPEN POLITICALLY 
IN INTERIM. 

3. "PUEBLO, " DAILY OE GOVT-CONTROLLED SPANISH SYNDICAL ORGANIZATION, 
INTERPRETS SEPT 17 COMMUNIQUE AS INDICATIVE OE FACT THAT BOTH US 
AND GOS ARE FAR APART IN THEIR POSITIONS BUT THAT BOTH ARE LOOKING 
FOR A COMPROMISE. "PUEBLO " DREW SOME DISCONCERTING PARALLELS WITH 
THE SINAI ACCORD, STATING THAT THEY DEMONSTRATED, DESPITE 
CONGRESSIONAL OPPOSITION, THE US EXECUTIVE STILL HAS POWER TO 
NEGOTIATE AGREEMENTS WITH GENEROUS ARMS AID AND OTHER SPECIAL 
TREATMENT (INCLUDING SECRET PROVISIONS). 

4. MONARCHIST DAILY 

"ABC'S" EDITORIAL POINTS OUT THAT FAILURE OE 

CURRENTNEGOTIATIONS OPENS UP ENTIRELY NEW SITUATION, BUT THAT 
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NOBODY SHOULD CONCLUDE THAT IT SIGNIFIES GOS WILL BREAK ITS DEFENSE 
TIES WITH US. AS LONG AS FRANCO IS ALIVE, SPAIN'S ALLIANCE WITH US 
WILL HAVE ITS UPS AND DOWNS BUT WILL NOT BE BROKEN, AT LEAST FROM 
SPANISH SIDE. "ABC " ALSO INTERPRETS BASIC US NEGOTIATING STRATEGY 
AS ONE OE PLAYING FOR TIME, SO THAT PRESIDENT FORD CAN ENTER 1976 
PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN WITHOUT HAVING NEGOTIATED ANY NEW OR POTENTIALLY 

EMBARRASSING EOREIGN COMMITMENTS OTHER THAN THOSE WITH ISRAEL. 
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5. ONE FURTHER TWIST WAS IN LATE NIGHT NEWS REPORT OVER "RADIO 
NACIONAL" WHEN RADIO'S US CORRESPONDENT, CIRILO RODRIGUEZ, CLAIMED 
THERE IS STILL SOME HOPE ON SPANISH SIDE OF REACHING A NEW AGREEMENT 
BEFORE SEPT 26 EXPIRATION DATE THROUGH FONMIN CORTINA'S VISIT TO 
THE US. 

6. PRESS HAS ALSO CARRIED BRIEF REMARKS MADE TO CORRESPONDENTS 
SEPT 18 AT MADRID AIRPORT UPON HIS RETURN BY CHIEF SPANISH NEGOTIATOR 
MFA UNDER SECRETARY ROVIRA. ROVIRA, ALTHOUGH CIRCUMSPECT IN HIS 
REPLIES TO REIORTERS' QUESTIONS, IS REPORTED AS HAVING SAID, 

INTER ALIA, THAT THE US BASES WILL NOT COMMENCE DISMANTLING WHEN 
THE CURRENT AGREEMENT EXPIRES SEPT. 26. 
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